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Focus On: Homer Opera House
William Jurgensmeyer wanted to bring
some entertainment to the town of
Homer. In1902, he built the opera house
building at the corner of First and Main
streets for $25,000. The brick Italianate
building stands two stories tall plus a full
basement that is used only for utilities. In
the basement, brick columns that support
the building are visible. These columns
are particularly interesting because the
bricks are laid so that the columns flare
out at the bottom to spread the load over
a wider surface.
The Jurgensmeyer Building has had an
interesting and varied history. The opera
house occupies the west half of the upper
story. The east half and the lower story
were all commercial space. Over the
years, the building has housed the Lyons
and Palmer grocery, a music store,
photography studios (an upstairs room
has excellent northerly exposure),
doctor's offices, millinery shops, the GrabIt-Here grocery, The First National Bank,
and even a school.
In the early spring of 1914, Homer
High School District Number 302 was organized. The school board decided to
lease the upstairs of the Jurgensmeyer
building, remodel it, and use it for a community high school. The auditorium was
used as a gym during the years the school
occupied the building. The school moved
to its own newly constructed building in
September, 1928.
The Jurgensmeyer building was rededicated as the Homer Municipal Building
on April 2, 1972. The Homer Village
Board had bought the building from the
Grab-It-Here owners to be remodeled and
used as a municipal building.
The first floor was completely
remodeled; "modernized" with paneling
and a suspended ceiling that provides a
_ new, low maintenance finish. It is functional space for the village government,
but all uniqueness was erased and the
building was rendered undistinguished
from so many others. The large display

Homer Opera House, 101 N. Main Street, Homer in 1981. Photo courtesy of the Champaign
County HistoricalSociety.
windows were filled in, and the interior
was divided into 12 rooms, providing
space for the water department, township
offices, the village library, community
groups, and a community room with adjacent kitchen. On the second floor, the
opera house was untouched except for
some remodeling of its first floor
entrance. The remainder of the second
floor remains largely unused.
Over the years, the opera house has
hosted traveling shows, school and local
productions, musical troupes, semiprofessional basketball, Golden Gloves
boxing matches, the Cloverleaf Square
Dance Club's Saturday night dances, and
now a few events sponsored by the
Homer Parks & Recreation Board-a
haunted house at Halloween and a
winter-wonderland at Christmas. In 1978,
Parkland College presented a series of six
shows in the opera house.
The opera house entrance is on the
First Street (south) side of the building.
The original entrance (south side, but
more westerly) was crowned by a cornice. That opening and several windows
are now bricked up. The cornice was left

in place, but the entrance being moved
further toward the rear of the building,
utilizing a door that formerly served as
the back entry to the grocery store. A
large part of the south exterior wall, including the location of the original opera
house entrance, has been used for a
mural that depicts the history of Homer
from Indian times through the present.
The new, downstairs lobby area is
rather small, dominated by a wide "L"shaped staircase opening onto an extrawide hallway upstairs. Directly opposite
the top of the stairs is the ticket booth and
the entrance to the auditorium is on the
left. Both the upper and lower lobbies'
walls are now covered with barn-board
paneling. The auditorium is 57'-2" wide
and 48'-5" from its back wall to the stage.
The side walls each contain three very
tall, narrow windows with the rear windows partially covered by the balcony. A
narrow staircase leading to the balcony is
located along the back wall of the house.
The small (three or four rows deep)
wooden balcony is supported along the
front by plain, thin, metal posts. The floor
of the balcony is stepped, while the main

