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Focus On: The Sagamore
Building

L

The structure at 804 N. Neil, currently
known as the Sagamore Building, has a
rich history and significant value as part
of the historical and cultural history of
the community. The building was at one
time the street car barns for the twin
cities' electric streetcar railway, operated
by the Urbana and Champaign, Railway,
Gas and Electric Light Company. This
company was part of the Illinois Traction
Company, one of the largest interurban
rail systems in the United States, stretching across the entire state of Illinois. City
directories from the early part of the twentieth century refer to the building (at 803
Hickory Street) as simply "I.T.S. Barn"
(for Illinois Traction System). "Interurban
barn" is another common reference. The
street railway in Champaign-Urbana is
an important part of local history and a
prominent part of the development of the
two cities. For thirty-seven years this system was the only form of public transportation. The tracks and cars of the interurban have disappeared. The buildings that
once housed them are some of the last
vestiges of the days of streetcars
In many ways, this over 22,000 square
foot building remains true to its early appearance. Additions to the original Hickory Street Car Barn have been altered, but
the main building's exterior is intact.
Other tenants of the space were Champaign-Urbana City Lines Incorporated, a
subsidiary of National City Lines, who
used part of the building to house twenty
of its buses in the 1940s. Illinois Power
retained ownership of the building from
its streetcar days, going by older names
like "Illinois-Iowa Power Company" and
"Illinois Power and Light Corporation."
The structure was built to last and
remains a viable industrial and commercial property, recently housing the corporate operations of Garcia's Pizza and
currently housing Sagamore Publishing
(the owner), Management Learning
Laboratory, and Rad Art Screenprints.

The Hickory Street Car Barns, which date to the 1890s, have been altered, but still retain their
functional integrity. PACA file photo.
It is unknown when this building was
first constructed. Its presence is first documented in the Sanborn Fire Insurance
maps of 1909. Beginning in the late 1860s,
the Sanborn Map Company produced
maps of cities for the purpose of identifying fire hazardous buildings and industrial sites for insurance companies
and underwriters. Maps of Champaign
prior to 1909 do not provide outlines of
this building. One source, an article published in the Champaign-UrbanaCourier,
indicates that the building was built in
1893-4 after Benjamin F. Harris, Jr. bought
the Urbana-Champaign Railway, Gas and
Electric Company from William B. McKinley in 1892. No other evidence of this
construction date has been found.
After 1909, the history of the building
is much clearer. Through the use of Sanborn maps, we can see the changes that
took place at this property over the years.
Changes in use and ownership are documented. The first map that documents
the property is the 1909 edition. The map
shows the building divided into two sections, "Hickory St. Barn" and "Neil Street
Barn." Collectively, this and two other
properties across Hickory were labeled as
Urbana and Champaign Railway, Gas
and Electric Light Company. The Hickory
Street structure is twice as large as the

Neil Street barn. The 1924 Sanborn map
shows the same arrangement, with the
Neil Street section labeled as "garage and
Meter Test Room." Between 1924 and
1927 this part of the building was apparently demolished. The 1929 map illustrates a new addition in place of the
old one. This section was flush with the
north side of the Hickory Street barn,
fronting Tremont Street. The map indicates that the addition was built in 1927.
It is labeled as "Stock and Office Building
'Semi F.P.'." This 1929 map also shows a
third section of the building, labeled as a
garage, fronting Neil Street to give the en-

tire structure the fully rectangular shape
it maintains today. This is not to say that
the current "southwest section" addition
is the original that was constructed between 1924 and 1929. It has undergone
significant changes in structure (exterior
materials, for instance) and use that indicate several demolitions and reconstructions. This is all the more likely since it is
the smallest and simplest part of the
building, having one story. In addition,
Sanborn maps in 1959 and the 1960s label
this addition as "OFF. [office] Noncomb 1956. Concrete floor. Metal deck roof."
The entire structure is currently all
brick and, as explained above, a connection of three major sections. The entire

